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The Houston Happenings 

June Program: Jay Balchan - Large Bifoliate Cattleyas  

By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

     Jay Balchan will be presenting 

a talk on the larger species of 

t h e  b i f o l i a t e  C a t t l e y a 

group.  This program will cover 

the species and the culture of 

this distinct and regarded tropi-

cal and subtropical orchid 

group. 

     Jay bought his first orchid 

from The Home Depot when he 

moved to Houston in 1992.  He 

has always had a "green thumb" 

and when he saw the crazy 

plant, he just had to have it.  

Well of course, as many begin-

ners, he watered it too much 

and within a month is was stone 

dead.  That just encouraged him 

to buy another one and learn 

more about these plants.  He 

bought lots of books.  He actu-

ally went into the magazine 

section of a big book store to 

see if there were any orchid 

magazines for sale.  Later, he 

learned that the AOS has a 

wonderful subscription maga-

zine... And Orchid Digest an 

even better one!  Anyway, he 

had been growing orchids for 

about a year when he visited 

Julia and Charles Wilson's 

nursery in South Houston.   It 

was Julia who encouraged him 

to attend his first HOS meet-

ing, which he did in prompt 

order. Seeing Bob Swearingen's 

massive plants on the show 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz  

     With a few more words 

about the April Show, Iõll move 

on to the Workshop, our next 

major event.  For those not in 

attendance at the May meeting, 

it was announced that Memorial 

City Mall has offered us the 

opportunity to hold our Spring 

show there again next year and 

weõve accepted their offer.  This 

yearõs show was a tremendous 

success, both financially for 

HOS and the vendors, and an 

accomplishment in that we now 

have a venue where we can 

grow.  So, another huge success 

checked off our bucket list. 

     This yearõs Workshop will 

be held August 3rd-4th, starting 

the day after our August meet-
ing.  Our speakers will concen-

trate on Paphiopedilum, Phrag-

mipedium, and Cypripedium.   

In May, our speaker was Bill 

Thoms, a recognized authority 

on Bulbophyllum.  Our Work-

shop speakers are of the same 

elevated status in their own 

specialty of genera.  Itõs a not-

to-be-missed event.  Besides, 

itõs August and the AC is  

included in the registration 

price. More on this on our 

website and by flyers from 

John Stubbings and his team. 

     I was pleased, and sur-

prised, to see so many new 

faces at our May meeting.  

Our membership grows each 

month and that is so reward-

ing for those working so dili-

gently to make HOS the best 
it can be.  Weõre doing great!  

In each of these messages, I 

encourage questions or con-

cerns, but I havenõt received 

one yet.  I hope someone is 

reading these!  I write them 

with intent to inform and edu-

cate and be transparent in our 

leadership.  Thatõs my way of 

returning the trust youõve 

given your president for 2018. 

     In the works, the Board is 

working on restoring our tax 

exempt, non-profit status with 

the IRS.  It was taken away 

when we joined the Federated 

Garden Clubs, since they al-

ready had an exemption. Now 

that we are no longer affiliated 

with the Federated Garden 

Clubs, we have asked for our 

exempt status again.  While 

these things take time, Iõm 

optimistic we will prevail. 

     To those new to the socie-
ty or thinking about joining:  

Orchids have evolved to the 

highest form of plant life. Their 

ranks are huge, and certainly 

not limited to what we see in 

(Continued on page 2) 

tables was what knocked Jay 

over the edge.  Jay has now 

been involved with the HOS 

for over 20 years and has 

held every position in the 

book multiple times and it 

has been a fantastic experi-

ence for him.   

     Donõt miss this great op-

portunity to learn how to 

grow these fascinating plants 

and to hear one of the most 

knowledgeable HOS mem-

bers on Thursday, June 7, 

2018 @ 7:30 PM at the First 

Christian Church & School, 

1601 Sunset Blvd, Houston, 

TX 77005. 

      

Please Welcome  

New Members  

 
Thomas & Joseph 

Gone 

Jennifer Jackson 

Barbara Stewart  

James de Guzman 



 

Page 2 Volume 48, Issue 6  

     The summer season seems to have had 

an effect on the contributions to the plant 

table presentation in May.  There were 

fewer plants in general and most of the 

"regular suspects" were responsible for the 

plants that appeared.  That is, the core of 

the HOS membership who regularly partici-

pate, are continuing to do so. You know 

who you are, and I salute you. Thank you! 
     In addition to the stalwart HOS mem-

bers who continue to bring plants for show 

and tell, we were again treated to plant 

introductions and descriptions by our vet-

eran presenters, Rick Hepler and Jay Bal-

chan.  There were 27 plants in all, 11 Spe-

cies and 16 Hybrids. I am appealing to all 

members of the Judging Center to please 

respond when I ask for volunteers to make 

the plant descriptions.  I remember when, 

as a newcomer, this    segment of the 

monthly meetings was my very favorite part 

and it was integral to my desire to continue 

as an active member of HOS. 
     Winner of the Species popular vote was 

a lovely presentation of Lycaste consobrina. 

Displayed in a very nice blue pierced pot-

tery container, there were more than a 

dozen slightly rounded yellow flowers. 

May Plant Table  
By Sarah Bentley  

Refreshments  
By Melissa Dwan  

Presidentõs Message 
continued  

grocery stores and big box outlets.  

Keep coming, ask questions, make 

friends, and learn bit by bit.  The subject 

matter is large enough to keep us enter-

tained and challenged for many years.  As 

Summer bears down on us, itõs a great 

opportunity to do something indoors or 

in a cooled greenhouse.   

 

     Refreshments for the May meeting 

were provided by Cherie Lee, Winnie Yap, 

Bill Bartlett, Becky Sturnfield, Marianne 

Canevaro, Stacey Pauley, Judy Dartford, 

Lolin & George Bennett and Fa Dwan. 

Please consider bringing snacks to the June 

meeting.  

WE ARE MOVING AND CLOSING 

CLOWN ALLEY ORCHIDS. We just 

listed the business and home with Regina 

Wilson, a long time orchid friend. We 

close on a house in Saddlebrooke, AZ 

June 12. So now, we will miss our friends 

in Chicago and Houston. Sandy has ôthe 

Houston crudõ which mostly goes away in 

the desert. Saddlebrooke is a retirement 

community 25 miles north of Tucson.  

We will be selling at the New Orleans 

Show June 1-3 and the Baton Rouge 

Show July 13-15. The website will close 

soon thereafter or possibly before Baton 

Rouge. The shop will close in July or early 

August. We will host and attend the 

Houston OS Summer Workshop August 

3rd and 4th. If interested in the business 

property or the orchids please contact 

Regina at 281-433-6710. 

 

John and Sandy 

CLOWN ALLEY ORCHIDS 

There were few leaves, because Lycaste 

blooms at the end of winter on its bulbs. I 

could not discern a strong fragrance, but 

possibly this cultivar is more fragrant dur-

ing the daytime. Congratulations and ap-

preciation to Tan Tran for sharing such a 

good example of growing, grooming and 

display of his Lycaste consobrina. 

     Speaking of stalwart HOS members, 

Judith Neufeld owns the winning Hybrid 

orchid plant, Blc Bryan Wheeler. This is 

the same plant name as the winner of last 

month's popular Hybrid vote, and it is no 

surprise.  These flowers are stunning. Ju-

dith's example had more than half-a-dozen 

large blooms which presented a lovely 

contrast to the healthy foliage.  Judith and 

Loren are a true treasure to the Society 

and I love seeing her and having her share 

her expertise. 

Blc Bryan 

Wheeler 

ôGrandsonõ  

HCC/AOS  

 

Presented by 

Judith Neufeld  

Lycaste  

consobrina 

 

Presented by 

Tan Tran  



   

      

Houston Judging Center  
By Don Maples  
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     The Houston Judging Center judges 

started the month with a delightful show 

with the Galveston Bay Orchid Society at 

the South Shore Convention Center on 

May 11th. There were three awards. Two 

awards, an AM of 86 points and a CCE of 

95 points were given to Derek Low-

enstein for his Brassavola perrinii. The 

third award went to Tan Tran and was 

also an AM but of 82 points for his 

Tol.umnia Jairak Rainbow.  

     On May 19th, one award was given 

to Stephen Gallagher for his Paphiope-

dilum Toni Semple which received an 

HCC of 78 points. I believe this was his 

first award! 

     During the judging meeting, two 

distinguished Emeritus judges were 

congratulated for their continued sup-

port of the judging center. Both, Marvin 

Gerber and Julius Klehm, have high 

records of attending  nearly  every judg- 

ing center meeting and most shows. Congrat-

ulate both of them when you see them. We 

should all strive to be as dedicated as Marvin 

and Julius. The judges travel next to New 

Orleans for their show June 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 

Hope some of you can join us for their won-

derful Cajun hospitality! 


















