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A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Societyõs Distin-

guished Affiliated Societies 

Service award 
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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Derek Lowenstein, President 

I would like to wish all of our 

HOS members and families, a 

Happy and Healthy New Year.  

A special thank goes to Fr. Ted, 

the past years HOS leadership 

team and volunteers, for all they 

have done for the HOS to pros-

per and to provide us with in-

teresting and informative speak-

ers, great auctions, raffle plants, 

delicious refreshments, a de-

lightful picnic at Clown Alley 

and a superb summer work-

shop. No, I have not forgotten 

to mention the yearly HOS 

Orchid Show. The support we 

have at the show by òyõalló, (I 

am learning to write Texan), has 

and hopefully will continue to 

make this successful venue the 
way to show the greater Hou-

ston community the beauty and 

wonders of the world of or-

chids and entice prospective 

new members. The next HOS 

Show will take place at the Mu-

seum of Natural Science on 

March 31-April 2. Please put the 

dates on your calendar. Both 

ribbon and AOS judging will 

take place on Friday March 31. 

Bring your plants in for the 

HOS display and hopefully you 

will be rewarded with ribbons 

and possibly an AOS award. 

There will be vendors with 

plants for sale. More about that 

in a succeeding issue of The 

Happenings.  

Donõt forget to bring in your 

best plants for AOS judging. We 

meet at the University of St. 

Thomas (Jerabeck Center), the 
third Saturday of each month. 

See the HOS website for more 

details. 

Marvin Gerber  

January Program: Marvin Gerber: 40+ Years of Growing Orchids  
By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

Marvin Gerber will be our 

speaker for our first meeting 

of 2017. He has served as 

President of the Houston 

Orchid Society, Chairman of 

the Houston Judging Center, 

and President of the Ameri-

can Orchid Society. He is an 

accredited American Orchid 

Society Judge with the Hou-

ston Judging Center. And, 

Marvin with his lifetime or-

chid partner, Renee', have 

received 100 AOS awards 

and created the manmade 

genus, Marvingerberara.  

Please join us to hear this 

program on January 5th. 

On a personal note, it was not 

too long ago that I was a newbie 

to the HOS. Before moving to 

Houston, from that long and 

thin island hanging off the end of 

New York, where there are real 

winters that are now a distant 

memory, I was enthusiastically 

greeted by the then president, 

Calvin Starr. It was my daughter 

who signed me up to provide 

further enticement for Elaine 

and I to move to Houston. I was 

hooked. I found the HOS a large 

vibrant society, unlike the typi-

cal small orchid society that I 

was previously a member of. So 

my goal for this year is to grow 

our membership and keep the 

vibrancy of our program at the 
highest level. This requires eve-

ryone to do her/his part to 

make this happen. So please say, 
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our Holiday party. For those 

who did not attend, you missed 

a good time and great orchids 

to bid on. I URGE ALL OUR 

MEMBERS TO INVITE A RELA-

TIVE, FRIEND, AND/OR A 

COLLEAGUE TO ONE OF 

OUR MEETINGS. This way we 

can attract new members and 

grow our ranks and thus pro-

Presidents Post - Continued  

yes, when we ask for your par-

ticipation.  

I would like to thank everyone 

who has agreed to serve on the 

coming yearõs HOS committees. 

It is the volunteer effort that 

makes the HOS such an excep-

tional orchid society.  

I was a bit disappointed by the 

smaller than usual turnout at 

vide even greater orchid HAP-

PENINGS in Houston. 

May all your òchidsó prosper 

and bloom for you. 

 

GROWING ORCHIDS IS A 

SOCIALLY ACCEPTABLE 

ADDICTION.  

2016 Holiday Party Photos 
By Judith Neufeld 


